
Why has the group formed? 

While recognising that change is inevitable we want to ensure that it is sensitive and that it 

adds to the special qualities of St Kilda and not detract or dramatically alter them. 

We mobilised early so that we can be a part of the design development process rather than 

being called upon to react to a finished design. We are available as a resource but so far 

have not been asked to offer our ideas or views. However, we have been kept informed by 

Becton of the process. We hope that this reflects a sensitivity to community wishes not 

always demonstrated by previous owners. They moved against community wishes and 

they were not successful. 

Who is in the group? /Does the group have a name? 

The group brings together residents, traders, ex-councillors, musicians, architects and 

visitors. We are a coalition of diverse interests, reflecting the multi-faceted views and 

attitudes that makes St Kilda such a special place in the otherwise suburban homogeneity of 

Melbourne. Finding common ground was more important than a name. 

What is our vision for the site? 

We have a copy of the brief that Becton has circulated to urban design companies. We have 

assembled a team of architects and urban designers to present a vision that will encompass 

and reflect the eclectic spirit and soul of St Kilda. 

The Becton brief covers heritage and planning issues but has paid lip service to the cultural 

aspect of the site. We are preparing a cultural history which we hope the urban designers 

will take into account in their plans. 

Port Phillip Council offered to hold a briefing session for the designers; but it was 

cancelled due to lack of interest. 



What are our concerns about the future of the Esplanade Hotel site? 

The Esplanade hotel is a St Kilda icon, representing the cultural diversity and urban 

heritage that makes St Kilda a unique, vibrant and interesting suburb of Melbourne. 

It is a very well know site, with a lot of emotional attachment to many people of Melbourne 

-- the famous and the infamous. 

It has been and continues to be an important music venue for new artists. It is more so 

now that many similar venues, in Melbourne and Sydney, have been closed or remodelled. 

A dramatic change in the usage of the Espy would be detrimental to the Australian music 

industry. 

It's turn of the century architecture and its modest scale is a reminder of the elegance of 

Melbourne's premier beachside boulevards. It is an elegance that has been eroded by 

unimaginative and overbearing structures and we hope that any new development at the 

Espy site reverses, rather than continues, this trend. 


