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St Kilda Historical Society (SKHS) Established 1970  
preserving the past to enrich the future

SKHS thanks Port Phillip City for its 
ongoing support and assistance

What’s On… DevelOpment Of 
the village Belle 
area 1850-1920 
Thursday 21 March 6.30pm
What was Acland Street South like 
before it became a shopping precinct? 

Join SKHS member, Peter Johnson on 
a walk to discover the early history of 
the area including the St Kilda 
Racecourse, the Tramsheds, the 
Oakrood Tea Gardens, the Elite 
Skating Rink and the Barkly Theatre. 
Book early. Strict limit 25. Meet Village 
Belle Hotel corner Barkly and Smith 
streets.

SKhS history Display  
– luna park Carnivals
March 2013 

Free public display Showcase, Foyer, St Kilda Library. 
Prepared and mounted by SKHS member Maureen 
Walker.

Church Organs in St Kilda 
Sunday 16 June 2.45pm for 3pm 

Talk by John Maidment, OAM, Vic Chairman, Organ 
Historical Trust Aust. Meet St Kilda Uniting Church, corner 
Chapel and Carlisle streets (Chapel Street entrance).  
Light refreshments provided. (More in June St Kilda Times)

history and heritage  
of Deaf Children australia (DCa)
Sunday 14 July, 2.45pm for 3pm 

Talk by Noel Henderson, Fundraising Manager, DCA,  
597 St Kilda Road (corner High Street) 

St Kilda Community Room, off St Kilda Library Foyer.  
Light refreshments provided. (More in next issue) 

Entry to all SKHS events free to financial 
members and visitors are most welcome ($5 
donation to SKHS) or join SKHS at door $20 
per year. Bookings: leave voice message on 
9209 6866; mobile/text 0405 510 799, email 
info@stkildahistory.org.au 

Village Belle Hotel ca1865 
original carte de visite, 
donated by Lyn Davey to 
SKHS Pictures Collection. 
Photo restored by  
Dallas Graham, see 
original page 4.
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SKHS CONTACTs 
OFFICE 

St Kilda Library, by appt. 
150 Carlisle Street,  
Balaclava, 3183

Inquiries & Appointments: 
Secretary: Dorothy Lobert 
Mobile/Txt: 0405 510 799 
Office Message: 9209 6866 
E: info@stkildahistory.org.au 
Mail: PO Box 177,  
Balaclava, 3183

Heritage Advice:  
Peter Johnson 
heritage@stkildahistory.org.au 
Ph: 9525 3696 
PO Box 1154, St Kilda Sth, 
3182

Newsletter: Frances Bader 
E: info @stkildahistory.org.au 
www.stkildahistory.org.au, 
click ‘news’ 
Website:  
www.stkildahistory.org.au

COMMITTEE of 
MANAGEMENT 2012-2013

President: Peter Johnson 
Vice President: Vacant 
Secretary: Dorothy Lobert 
Treasurer: Vacant 
Ordinary Members:  
Frances Bader, Phillip 
Stewart, Helen Halliday, 
Vacancy

OPERATION

Built Heritage: Phillip Stewart, 
Helen Halliday 
Collection: Maureen Walker 
Foyer Displays:  
Maureen Walker 
Heritage Queries:  
Peter Johnson 
Hospitality & Welfare:  
Joan Charlton 
Membership: Dorothy Lobert 

St Kilda Times Newsletter 
Editor: Frances Bader 
Design and Layout:  
Jocelyn Harvey and  
Dallas Graham

SKhS matters…
The 2012-2013 Committee hopes all members had a great 
summer break and we look forward to catching up with you at 
our events as listed on page 1. Our year got off to a great start  
on 17 February with artist, Russell Nolan Lewis presenting  
“The Nolan Lineage”. His family story has it all: immigration, 
settlement, politics and protests as well as and bushrangers and 
law enforcement, romance and seduction, betrayal and 
redemption. 

And don’t forget to book early for our 21 March walk when  
Peter Johnson will fill some gaps in our history of the Village Belle 
area (see page 1). Numbers are limited to 25. 

memBerS 
Now it’s time to remind all you lovely members out there that 
the success of any organisation depends on its financial 
members promoting the society to their friends in the wider 
community and recruiting new members – as well as its 
pro-active members who give up their valuable time to assist 
with the day to day operations of the society and make 
constructive suggestions to help plan for the future. Do let 
your committee know if you can commit a few hours to help 
our society function (if not right now, perhaps in the 
foreseeable future). Please text the secretary on 0405 510 
799, leave a message on 9209 6866, or email info@
stkildahistory.org.au 

COmmittee meetingS
Committee meetings are currently held 3-5pm on 1st Monday 
every 2nd month: Feb, Apr, Jun, Aug, Oct, Dec. Meetings are 
held in SKHS Office, St Kilda Library. Financial members are 
most welcome to attend. However, any proposals or items for 
discussion you wish placed on the agenda please notify the 
secretary 48 hours in advance. Email: info@stkildahistory.org.au

SKhS COlleCtiOn pOliCY revieW
Subsequent to the December 2012 item in St Kilda Times re lack 
of display and storage space for 3D objects in SKHS Collection, 
members were asked to comment pro/con the proposal: 

“That in future, the [SKHS] collection be limited to 
documents, images and items of local interest only. Items 
already in the collection not meeting this requirement will 
be de-accessioned and notification given to the original 
donors where possible.” 

As no objections were received, the above proposal was passed 
unanimously by the committee at the 4 February meeting.

ChriSt ChUrCh SChOOl Bell 
After Christ Church St Kilda expressed their willingness to accept 
the return of their school bell from SKHS’ collection, the 
committee proceeded to de-accession it and by the time this St 
Kilda Times reaches you, the bell will be back in their possession. 



 SKHS March – May 2013    3

COmmittee 
prOJeCtS 
Paper Action Pty Ltd has 
now removed all material 
from our former website. 
Our website is  
www.stkildahistory.org.au 

As our sister suburb South Melbourne does not 
currently have an history society, St Kilda 
Historical Society, funded by a grant from PROV 
(Public Records Office Vic), have commissioned 
AMS Imaging, South Melbourne to scan and 
upload an electronic copy of the out-of-print, 
Daley, C., History of South Melbourne* to our 
website – as an online companion to SKHS’ 
online Vols 1 & 11 History of St Kilda by  
JB Cooper (1931) and the shortly to be uploaded 
Vol 111, The Show Goes On by Anne Longmire 
(1989). 
*Daley’s book originally published by Robertson & Mullens,1940 

phOtOS & SliDeS
SKHS is seeking original photos and slides 
depicting past and recent St Kilda (and 
surrounds) to add to our heritage collection as 
well as put on our website (with permission of 
course). We know it’s a lot easier to put it off for 
another day but we ask our members to take a 
look at your early photograph albums and slide 
collections and, if you find any identifiable and 
dated images of: St Kilda streetscapes, 
significant buildings, private residences, fences, 
gates, people and pets, restaurants and cafes, or 
other – please, please contact SKHS secretary 
– we are happy to scan, copy and acknowledge 
your heritage photographs and will return the 
originals to you.

DOnatiOnS tO  
SKhS COlleCtiOn 
SKHS is very happy to receive the following 
donations to our Collection: 

Mimi Colligan: box of slides showing the 
Majestic Hotel fire (1989)

Beverley Broadbent: publication titled 
“Recollections 1929 – 2012” about her life and 
family. Beverley has generously donated two 
previous books to SKHS about the pioneering 
Broadbent family who lived in Elwood. These 
may be viewed in SKHS Office by appointment 
text/message 0405 510 799 or leave a clear voice 
message on SKHS office phone 9209 6866. 

neW memBerS
Nathan Black, Anna Griffiths, Graham Marsh,  
Phil Newman, Becky Newman, Mary Skitt. 

SKHS is very pleased to welcome six new 
members to our society and hope you will enjoy 
attending our events. Also, should you have a 
special interest relating to St Kilda and surrounds 
or an area of research in which other members 
could assist or participate, contact a committee 
member and/or place a notice in St Kilda Times 
by emailing info@stkildahistory.org.au; leave a 
voice message on SKHS office phone 9209 6866; 
mobile/ text 0405 510 799 or write to  
PO Box 177, Balaclava 3183. 

memBerS’ inpUt 
Whether you are new or longtime members of 
SKHS, the St Kilda Times team would love for       
you to write or email any of the following (or other) 
St Kilda subjects for possible publication in a 
future issue: 

•   share your unique St Kilda-related life, work or 
play experiences with other members 

•   describe your favourite St Kilda sensation 
(aroma, sound, sight, view, etc or vice versa)

•   recall a memorable St Kilda event or occasion 

•   portray a colorful local character you have 
come across 

•   tell us well in advance about your/your parent’s 
upcoming significant anniversary or birthday. 

Beverley Broadbent, Clapham, 
London, ca 1952 from 

“Recollections 1929 – 2012”.
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vOte Of thanKS (1) 
On behalf of our members, SKHS Committee 
thanks Russell Nolan-Lewis for sharing his family 
history with us on Sunday 10 February. Not only 
did he introduce us to his extended family he  
also sketched a verbal portrait of his first cousin, 
artist Sidney Nolan who grew up in St Kilda and 
went on to achieve world fame for his innovative 
and controversial artworks.

Russell took up his paint brush on a full-time 
basis when he retired from the engineering field 
and since then has been painting landscapes as 
well as portraits, some famous, some not so 
famous, some he got paid for, and some he 
didn’t – and for the past two years, Russell tutors 
adult students at the Godfrey St Community 
House in Bentleigh, www.godfreystreet.org where 
his students hold regular exhibitions of their 
artworks. 

vOte Of thanKS (2) 
SKHS thanks our valiant member Dorothy Lobert 
who attended a CoPP safety induction course 
and spent some hours representing St Kilda 
Historical Society in the Esplanade Vaults on  
St Kilda Festival Sunday, 10 Feb. (See page 7 for 
Dorothy’s report on the Esplanade Vaults).  

vOte Of thanKS (3) 
SKHS thanks new members, 
graphic designer Jocelyn Harvey 
and photographic artist Dallas 
Graham for the tremendous work 
they are doing in reformatting  
St Kilda Times and making it 
more visually pleasing and easier 
to read. We are so lucky to have 
such creativity among our 
members and very grateful they 
so generously share their talents 
with us.

St Kilda Times would like to take 
this opportunity to introduce you to Dallas  
who runs “Your History”, a photographic 
reconstruction studio in Balaclava  
www.yourhistory.com.au. His passion is to 
renew, restore, retouch and digitise valued 
historic, vintage and damaged photos as well 
as documents and the like to near original 
quality. In fact, it is a one stop studio for the 
protection and preservation of precious family 
images for generations to come.  

For enquiries, mobile/text 0419 600 680 or 
email portal@yourhistory.com.au.  

... and should you need further proof, you can 
ask SKHS member Rose Stone about the 
1940s black and white photo Dallas restored 
for her.  

feStivalS, fairS, fÊteS 
Members willing to represent our society by 
taking it in turns to help promote SKHS by 
managing an SKHS table at selected local 
festivals, fairs, fetes and the like, please leave a 
message on the office phone 9209 6866 or email 
info@stkildahistory.org.au and a committee 
member will contact you. 

Village Belle Hotel ca1865 original carte de visite, donated 
by Lyn Davey to SKHS Pictures Collection.  
Restored version, see page 1.

Image: courtesy of the artist, Russell Nolan Lewis,  
Godfrey Street Community House, Bentleigh  
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ANSWERS: 
DECEMBER QUIZ 

What does 
“Dandenong”  
Road mean? 

Current 
interpretations 
derived from the 
Woiwurrung language 
of the Wurrundjeri Kulin 
indicate that Dandenong 
possibly means “a watercourse” or “lofty 
mountains”. Apparently early survey maps 
spelled the Dandenong Creek as Tanjenong or 
Bangenong. Other interpretations welcome.

Name the first European baby born in St Kilda?

His name is James Williamson OGILVY (JWO) 
born 21 January 1844 in St Kilda (actual address 
not yet identified). According to Scotch College 
website, he may have played in the first 
recognisable game of Victorian Football Rules in 
1858 ).

Ogilvy Background

On 7 Dec 1842 JWO’s father, David Ogilvy 
purchased Allotment No 10* at the first 
government auction of 22 beachside land 
allotments on St Kilda Hill. This auction took 
place only six days after Melbourne was 
incorporated as a Town and ...“Upwards of sixty 
gentlemen were present at the sale which 
seemed to excite much interest.” (Port Phillip 
Patriot, 8 December 1842). David Ogilvy, who 
was connected with the House of Airlie in 
Scotland, also pioneered land development in 
Prahran and would build Airlie House, corner 
Domain and Punt roads (later the Police 
Academy). 
* Prices paid for each allotment at the 1842 auction; the 
names of the 22 purchasers and a linear chart of who 
bought which block are included in Bader. F. Naming  
St Kilda, SKHS publication, December 2007. (Copies 
available for purchase from SKHS Office (by appt) or send 
cheque to PO Box 177 Balaclava 3183, $20 members  
$25 non-members, plus $5 postage and handling.  

hiStOrY QUiZName the person who bought No I Acland Street back in December 1842? 
Who is Fitzroy Street  named after? 
Answers next issue

invitatiOnS:  
art eXhiBitiOnS  
St KilDa tOWn hall 
The Curatorial Services Unit of the City of Port 
Phillip present a diverse range of visual arts 
exhibitions each month throughout the year that 
include painting, sculpture, printmaking, 
ceramics, photography, textiles, media and 
installation works in “The Gallery” (Carlisle Street 
entrance). Community groups and individual 
artists mount the exhibitions plus there are 
curated exhibitions from the PPC Collection 
through the year. SKHS members wishing prior 

notification of 
opening nights at 
“The Gallery” may 
join their mailing list 
by filling out the 
form available in the 
St Kilda Town Hall 
foyer, or email your 
interest to curator@
portphillip.vic.gov.
au. 

Copp events 
guided Walks march – may 
Walks are free however bookings are 
essential as numbers are limited.

Email walking@portphillip.vic.gov.au or ring 
the Walk Line 9209 6522. 

BATHS, BEACHES AND BEACONSFIELD 
PARADE – Kay Rowan 
10.00am to 12.00pm Sunday 24 March

Explore the coastline of Middle Park and 
Albert Park and the social history of its 
bathing pavilions, architecture and 
personalities.

WHY DOES ELWOOD FLOOD?  
– Meyer Eidelson 
10.00am to 12.00pm Sunday 21 April

Travel down the floodplain of Elster Creek to 
the Bay and discover why and how this 
wetland has affected lifestyles from pre-
settlement to today.

SHOPPING IN PORT – Janet Bolitho 
2.00pm to 4.00pm Sunday 19 May 

Experience the remarkable transformation of 
Bay Street. 
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hiStOrY and 
heritage QUerieS 

From Marianne in New South Wales 

… I have googled till I’m blue in the face trying to 
find old maps of St Kilda for 1946. Our parents 
met at a Sunday night dance for the armed 
forces in Jan 1946. It was at a place called Palm 
Grove, Earl’s Court, St Kilda. We believe that the 
Novotel now stands on that site, but would love 
confirmation and would love to see an old 
map. Is this possible. Have you got anything you 
can email me. Please…

Heritage Officer’s Response

… Yes I can confirm that 
Palm Court was one of 
the areas within Earl’s 
Court, a building that 
was situated at 17 The 
Esplanade. This 
complex was replaced 
by a block of 
apartments for the 
elderly in circa1990. 
You mentioned the Novotel which is next 
door at 16 Esplanade. If you do a search of The 
Argus newspaper in Trove, you will find many 
articles about the dances held there http://trove.
nla.gov.au [Monday 24 March 1941 & 
Wednesday 16 June 1943].  As for a map, 
Google Maps will show you where the site is and 
how it looks now. https://maps.google.com.au 

SKhS paperBaCK 
pUBliCatiOnS 
The paperback publications below are 
available for purchase. Orders may be emailed 
to secretary@stkildahistory.org.au or to PO Box 
177, Balaclava, 3183. Costs as set out below 
plus postage & handling fee of $5 per item 
(within Australia) if mailing required.

Granny – $10 members and non-members

My Elwood – $20 members and non-members

Naming St Kilda – $20 members,  
$25 non-members

Screening of St Kilda – $20 members and 
non-members 

Spirit of St Kilda – $20 to members and  
non members 

Voices of Elwood – $5 members and  
non members  

The following information and image provided to 
SKHS courtesy of: Peter Johnson, Architect and 
Heritage Consultant, PO Box 1154 Vic 3182; 
pjarchitects@gmail.com.

Image source: The “Lido” of The South – St Kilda (p15)

SKhS e-BOOKS 
(free downloads) 

To view or download visit www.stkildahistory.
org.au

Becky Aizen, Pots, Punks and Punters: a 
history of hotels of St Kilda and South 
Melbourne
Janette Bomford, The Spirit of St Kilda: places 
of worship in St Kilda
Meyer Eidelson, Flood fire and fever: A history 
of Elwood
Meyer Eidelson, Granny: a history mystery
Peter Fogarty, The Screening of St Kilda: a 
history of St Kilda’s cinemas
Richard Peterson, A Place of Sensuous Resort: 
buildings of St Kilda and their people
Julie Shiels & Meyer Eidelson, Voices from 
Elwood: recording personal Elwood stories
The following two e-books are also available to 
download from www.stkildahistory.org.au upon 
payment AUD $10 + 10% GST

Author: John Butler Cooper 
Title: History of St Kilda: from its first 
settlement to a city and after, 1840 to 1930,  
Volume 1 published 1931; xvi, 405 pages; 47 
illustrations. A pdf facsimile. (This is 8.6Mb file).

Author: John Butler Cooper 
Title: History of St Kilda: from its first 
settlement to a city and after, 1840 to 1930, 
Volume 2 published 1931; xv, 338 pages; 70 
illustrations. A pdf facsimile. (This is a 5 Mb 
file). 
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71, 73-75 greY Street 
heritage StUDY
by Phillip Stewart

Helen Halliday and I have carried out a 
study on two grand early Victorian houses, 
numbers 71 and 73-75 Grey Street,  
St Kilda, and on their architect Sydney  
W Smith. Helen did a huge amount of 
research on Sydney W Smith, and has 
revealed a most interesting and 
enterprising Victorian gentleman. Smith 
designed much of our municipality's 
infrastructure in the early years. The Glen 
Eira Town Hall is his most significant monument.

My study  looked at the development of the two houses Smith designed in Grey Street.  
I investigated the site acquisition and development, and researched the lives of the first two owner 
residents. I also described these two houses and compared them to other local houses, both 
remaining and demolished, that Smith designed.  

Our reports will be available at SKHS Office by appointment: email info@stkildahisory.org.au and will 
be uploaded to our website www.stkildahistory.org.au.

eSplanaDe vaUltS 
by Dorothy Lobert

On Sunday 10 February  
I assisted at the opening of the 
Esplanade Vaults with Sandra Khazam 
and Anne Scambary from City of Port 
Phillip Art and Heritage Department. It is 
only the second time that the Vaults 
were opened to the public since being 
closed in the 1970’s. They have been 
used for storage since that time. 

In the 1890’s when the Upper Esplanade 
was widened to put in new tram tracks an 
embankment was formed and as part of that 
work arched vaults that would house shops were 
created in the supporting wall that faced onto the 
Lower Esplanade. They had verandahs and sold 
such things as ice cream, fish, trinkets, food and 
drink. One of the arches had steps which led to 
the Upper Esplanade but these were covered 
over at the time of the new bridge construction in 
the 1970’s. The council of the 1890’s hoped that 
the shop rents would help to repay the loan for 
the roadworks. The verandahs were removed in 
the 1950’s and the vaults bricked up when the 
road widening of Jacka Boulevard was done in 
the 1970’s because the footpath was no longer 
wide enough.

About 1800 people visited the Vaults on Festival 
Sunday. Many people had not realised they were 

there while others remembered from their youth 
and could remember the shops and what they 
sold. The Vaults will be open again during next 
Melbourne Open House weekend on 27 and 28 
July 2013. So if you have not been to the Vaults 
already do try and go along. It is an interesting 
piece of St Kilda history so long hidden from view 
but not from everyone’s memory. 

71 Grey Street, St Kilda
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aimS
St Kilda Historical Society 
aims to conserve the past 
and present history and 
heritage of the municipality 
of St Kilda, integrated in 
1994 into the City of Port 
Phillip as four wards, Balaclava, 
Catani, Junction and Ormond and 
their surrounds. 

inSight Sharing 
A supportive membership base is the lifeblood of 
any organisation and it is only by the combined 
dedication and efforts of current members and 
the committee of management that the society 
can grow bigger, better and stronger each year. 

So as to meet members’ expectations, the 
2012-2013 Committee seeks your input and 
insights to help us:

•  identify any of your unmet needs; 

•  pinpoint an area or areas within the society that 
require improvement or upgrading;

•  provide relevant and interactive membership 
programs, 

•  promote the society to the wider community.

Do share your thoughts and insights with your 
hardworking committee and help promote your 
society among the wider communiuty. 

memBerShip BenefitS 
inClUDe:
•  interesting guest speakers; free access to 

SKHS website; free copy of St Kilda Times 
(quarterly);

•  advance notice of SKHS events program;  
free entry to all SKHS events; free historical 
exhibitions (three)  

•  concession entry to Astor Theatre; affiliate 
membership of RHSV; free SKHS archive visits 
and advice,

•  reduced fees for heritage research and more... 

The opportunity to: 

•  meet other local history enthusiasts; receive 
invites to attend local book launches, openings, 
events; 

•  nominate for SKHS committee of management; 
and help conserve our community history. 

St KilDa hiStOriCal SOCietY

St Kilda historical Society 
membership application 
$20  Individual
$30  Joint at same address
$5  per child (under 13) at same address
$12  Student (under 18)
$25  Not-for-profit organisation
$40  Company or business
$300  Life membership

Please complete the form below and email to 
info@skhs.org.au or post to The Secretary,  
PO Box 177, Balaclava 3183

Title (Prof. Dr. Mr. Mrs. Miss. Ms):

Name:

Company name (if Corporate):

Postal address:

Postcode:

Telephone:

Email:

I would like to receive Newsletters by email:  
YES/NO (delete as appropriate)

We prefer payment by electronic means.  
Pay online or at your bank. 

BSB Number  033-169

Account Number  363887

Your/our Ref  (your name)

Please quote your name on the transfer and 
send/email this form to the address above.

Note: the membership subscription year runs 
from 1 July to 30 June.


